LECTURE III.
The Life of the Buddha.

IT is a strange thing, and very characteristic of
the real meaning of the true Buddhism, that
there is no life of Gotama the Buddha in the
Buddhist Scriptures. Indeed the only work, so far
known to us, that can be called a biography in our
Western sense is a quite modern book called the
Mdldlankdra Watthu, of unknown date, but almost
certainly quite two thousand years later than the
Buddha himself."55' There is a much older sketch of
the first part of the Buddha's life, down to his thirty-
sixth year, in the Introduction to the collection of
Buddhist Folk-Lore called the Jataka Book, and
written about the fifth century of our era.f Both of
these prose works rest on the same tradition, and are
written in Pali, one in Burma and the other in Ceylon.
Then there is a Pali poem called the Jina Carita,

* It has been translated into English by Bishop Bigandet under
the title The Life or Legend of Gaudama (3d ed., London, 1887).

f This also has been translated into English by myself in the
Buddhist Birth Stories, London, 1881, pp. 36-210.
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